
 

Hailing from the most northerly tip of the UK, Ellen Smith – ‘The Shetland Mezzo’ – is 
the first Islander in her generation to forge a career in Opera. Proud of her island roots, 
she is particularly passionate in sharing her unique Shetland Dialect and specialises in 
performing the lesser-known folk songs of her remote home.  

Ellen has a growing list of Operatic roles to her name, with recent credits including ‘Mrs 
Grose’ in Britten’s Turn of the Screw, ‘Aunt Norris’ in Dove’s Mansfield Park, ‘La Ciesca’ 
in Puccini’s Gianni Schicchi, ‘Sélysette’ in Dukas’ Ariane et Barbe-Bleue, ‘Miss Forcible’ 
in Turnage’s Coraline (RBC Opera Scenes), ‘Mrs Northwind’ in Dove’s The Enchanted 
Pig, ‘Dorothée’ in Massenet’s Cendrillon, ‘Die Hexe’ in Humperdinck’s Hänsel und 
Gretel, ‘Mrs Herring’ in Britten’s Albert Herring’ (RBC Opera) and ‘Mrs Bentson’ in 
Delibes Lakmé, and ‘Second Woman’ in Mozart’s Die Zauberflöte (Oxenfoord 
International Summer School Opera Scenes) 

Oratorio is another passion of Ellen’s, and she was delighted to earn first place in the 
Birmingham Festival Choral Society’s Oratorio Prize. She is quickly becoming in 
demand as a soloist with choral societies across much of the UK. 

An avid chorister, Ellen was a long-standing member of the National Youth Choir of 
Scotland (NYCoS) with whom she has toured extensively across much of Europe and 
the United States, both as a soloist and as part of the ensemble. She has performed in 
venues such as London’s Albert Hall and New York City’s Carnegie Hall and has 
worked frequently with conductors such as Sir Donald Runnicles, Sir John Elliot 
Gardiner and Edward Gardiner. In addition, she is particularly proud to have sung with 
Les Sirenès Female Chamber Choir when they clinched their victory at the 2012 BBC 
Choir of The Year competition. 

Prior to pursuing Opera, Ellen enjoyed a successful teaching career at the prestigious 
Glasgow Academy, one of Scotland’s leading independent schools. She earned her 
teaching degree through the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland, wherein she studied with 
Margaret Izatt, ultimately graduating in 2015. She later studied with Helen Lawson. 

Ellen feels both humbled and privileged to have recently undertaken her Masters at the 
Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, and is thankful to have been supported through her 
degree with generous contributions from RBC, Help Musicians, Ex Cathedra and The 
Snowdon Trust. She is delighted to be continuing her studies with Amanda Roocroft and 
Christopher Turner-Pearce on the conservatoire’s Advanced Postgraduate Diploma 
programme. 

 

 



 

Ellen Smith:  Mezzo-Soprano (DOB: 01/05/1992) 

 
Email: ellensmithshetlandmezzo@gmail.com 

Telephone: (+44) 07919663153 

Website: www.theshetlandmezzo.co.uk 

 

Education:  
2024 - Present - Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 

Advanced Postgraduate Diploma Opera (Year 1)  
2022 - 2024- Royal Birmingham Conservatoire  

MMus Vocal Performance (Distinction) 
2011-2015 - Royal Conservatoire of Scotland  

Bachelor of Education, Music (Hons) 2:1  
 

Operatic Experience: 
2025* - The Sorceress, Dido and Aeneas (Henry Purcell) - Spring Opera with Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, THe Bradshaw Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire. 

Conductor: Harry Sever, Director: Daisy Brown. 

2025 - Missus Herring, Albert Herring (Benjamin Britten) - Spring Opera with Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Gas Street Church, Birmingham. Conductor: Paul Wingfield, 

Director: Rebecca Meltzer. 

2024 - Sélysette, Ariane et Barbe-Bleue (Paul Dukas) - Opera Scenes at Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Conductor: Mark Austin, Director: Lysanne 

Van Overbeek. 

2024 - Miss Forcible, Coraline (Mark Anthony Turnage) - Opera Scenes at Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Conductor: Mark Austin, Director: Lysanne van 

Overbeek. 

2024 - 2nd Woman, Die Zauberflöte (W.A. Mozart) - Oxenfoord International Summer 

School Opera Scenes, Loretto Theatre, Mussleburgh. Conductor: Martin Pickard, 

Director: Linda Ormiston OBE. 

*Denotes future engagements 
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2024 - Mistress Bentson, Lakmé (Léo Delibes) - Oxenfoord International Summer 

School Opera Scenes, Loretto Theatre, Mussleburgh. Conductor: Martin Pickard, 

Director: Linda Ormiston OBE. 

2024 - The Witch, Hansel and Gretel (sung in English) - Summer Opera with Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, The Bradshaw Hall, Birmingham. Conductor: Anthony 

Kraus, Director: Sophie Gilpin. 

2024 - Dorothée, Cendrillon (Jules Massenet) - Spring Opera with Royal Birmingham 

Conservatoire, Gas Street Church, Birmingham. Conductor: Paul Wingfield, Director: 

Matthew Eberhardt. 

2023 - La Ciesca, Gianni Schicchi (Giacomo Puccini) - Opera Scenes at Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Conductor: Berrak Dyer, Director: Rebecca 

Meltzer. 

2023 - Mrs Northwind, The Enchanted Pig (Jonathan Dove)  - Summer Opera with 

Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, The Bradshaw Hall, Birmingham. Conductor: Anthony 

Kraus, Director: Stuart Barker. 

2023 - Mrs Pásková, Cunning Little Vixen (Leoš Janáček) - Spring opera with Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, The Secret Space, Birmingham. Conductor: Paul Wingfield, 

Director: Matthew Eberhardt. 

2022 - Mrs Grose, Turn of the Screw (Benjamin Britten)  - Opera Scenes at Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Conductor: Ashley Beauchamp, Director: 

Rebecca Meltzer. 

2022 - Aunt Norris, Mansfield Park (Jonathan Dove) - Opera Scenes at Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Conductor: Ashley Beauchamp, Director: 

Rebecca Meltzer. 

 
Oratorio Experience: 
2024 - Alto soloist, Dixit Dominus (G.F. Handel) - Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 

Chamber Choir, Bradshaw Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire (part of Baroque in 

the Bradshaw concert). Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 
2024 - Alto soloist, Messiah (G.F. Handel), Capella Newcastle, St George’s Church, 

Newcastle. Conductor: Simon Lee. 

*Denotes future engagements 



 

2023 - Mezzo-Soprano soloist, Feel The Spirit (John Rutter), Brockham Choral Society, 

United Reformed Church, Dorking. Conductor: Cole Bendall. 

2022  - Alto soloist and ensemble, St Matthew’s Passion (J.S. Bach), Brockham Choral 

Society and The Reid Consortl, St Martin’s Church, Dorking. Conductor: Cole Bendall. 

2018 - Alto soloist, Requiem (Maurice Duruflé), The Reid Consort, St Mary’s Episcopal 

Cathedral, Edinburgh. Conductor: Cole Bendall. 

 
Recital/Concert Experience: 
2025* - Hertfordshire Opera’s Opera Gala series, Hertfordshire Opera, St Mary’s 

Church, Watford, London. Pianist, Elizabeth Haughan. 

2025* - Public Recital, Tae dee and dy folk: folklore and fables, The Recital Hall, Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, Jonathan French 

2025 - Public Recital, Tae dee and dy folk: Back to my roots (part of the ‘Lunchtime 

Music’ series), The Recital Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, 

Elizabeth Haugahn. 

2025 - Mezzo-Soprano soloist, ‘Le Corbeau et le Renard’,  ‘La Cigale et la Fourmi’ from 

‘Trois Faibles de la Fontaine (André Caplet), in VoxBox: The Songs of André Caplet, 

The Recital Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, Robin 

Bowman. 

2024 - Vocals, Uthsav: United in Sound, RBC Indian Music Ensemble, The Bradshaw 

Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. 

2024  - Mezzo-Soprano Soloist, Opera in the Afternoon, Birmingham Festival Choral 

Society, Ruddock Performing Arts Centre, Birmingham. Conductor: David Wynne. 

2024 - Public Recital, Life is a Cabaret: From Salon to Stage, The Recital Hall, Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, Jonathan French. 

2023 - Alto, Evidence of things not seen quartet (Ned Rorem), in VoxBox: Divine Fires, 

The Recital Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham.  

2023 - Public Recital, Tae dee and dy folk: Songs my mother taught me, The Recital 

Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, Jonathan French. 

 

*Denotes future engagements 



 

2023 - Mezzo-Soprano soloist, ‘Nature, the gentlest Mother’, When They Come Back 

and ‘The Chariot’ from ‘The Twelve Songs of Emily Dickinson’ (Aaron Copland) in 

VoxBox: Toward Eternity: The Poetry of Emily Dickinson, The Recital Hall, Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, Dylan Perez. 

2022 - Mezzo-Soprano soloist, Öt Arany-dal in VoxBox: Ligeti, Machaut, Berio, The 

Recital Hall, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. Pianist, Domonkos Csabay. 

2015 - Public Recital, La Belle Dame sans Merci, The Ledger Recital Room, Royal 

Conservatoire of Scotland, Glasgow. Pianist, Ailsa Aitkenhead 

 
Masterclasses: 
2023 - Svegliatevi Nel Core (Giulio Cesare - Handel), Rebecca Bottone Masterclass at 

Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. 

2023 - I was a constant, faithful wife (The Bear - William Walton), Yvette Bonner 

Masterclass at Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. 

 

Competitions: 
2025 - WINNER, Leamington Music Prize 

2025 - 2nd Place, Ambache Prize for the performance of music by woman composers 

2024 - Highly Commended, Ashleyan Opera Prize, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire. 

2023 - WINNER, Birmingham Festival Choral Society Oratorio Prize, Royal Birmingham 

Conservatoire, Birmingham. 

2023 - Finalist, Mario Lanza Opera Prize, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire, 

Birmingham. 

2022 - Highly Commended, Birmingham Festival Choral Society Oratorio Prize, Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, Birmingham. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

*Denotes future engagements 



 

Choral Experience: 
2025 - Alto section, Martin “Mass for double choir” (plus Duruflé, Fauré, Messiaen, 

Poulenc, Vierne, Villette), Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir, St Alban 

the Martyr, Birmingham. Conductor: Julian Wilkins. 

2024 - Alto section, Carols in the Chapel, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber 

Choir, Compton Verney Chapel, Compton Verney. Conductor: Julian Wilkins. 
2024 - Alto section, Baroque in the Bradshaw (Handel, Lalande, Torri), Royal 

Birmingham Conservatoire, The Bradshaw Hall, Birmingham. Conductor: Jeffrey 

Skidmore. 

2024 - Alto section, The Little Match Girl Passion (Bach, Brahms, Finzi, Lang, Shaw, 

Schein), Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir, St Alban the Martyr, 

Birmingham. Conductor: Julian Wilkins. 

2023 - Alto section, Carols in the Chapel, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber 

Choir, Compton Verney Chapel, Compton Verney. Conductor: Julian Wilkins. 

2023 - Alto section, Carols with the City Organist, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire 

Chamber Choir and Thomas Trotter, Birmingham Town Hall, Birmingham. Conductor: 

Julian Wilkins. 

2023 - Alto section, Christmas Music by Candlelight, Ex Cathedra, various venues 

across West Midlands. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

2023 - Alto section, Summer Concert, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir, 

St Mary’s Church, Warwick. Conductors: Jeffrey Skidmore and Julian Wilkins.  

2023 - Alto section, St Matthew’s Passion (J.S. Bach), Ex Cathedra, Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

2023 - Alto section, Fiori Musicali, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber Choir, St 

Alban The Martyr, Birmingham. Conductor: Julian Wilkins. 

2023 - Alto section, Byrd’s Great (Byrd, Tallis and Roth), Ex Cathedra, Town Hall, 

Birmingham. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

2022 - Alto section, Carols in the Chapel, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber 

Choir, Compton Verney Chapel, Compton Verney. Conductor: Julian Wilkins. 

2022 - Alto section, Christmas Music by Candlelight, Ex Cathedra, various venues 

across West Midlands. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

*Denotes future engagements 



 

2022 - Alto section, Christmas Oratorio (J.S. Bach), Ex Cathedra, Symphony Hall, 

Birmingham. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

2022 - Alto section, French Connections, Royal Birmingham Conservatoire Chamber 

Choir, The Bradshaw Hall, Birmingham. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

2022 - Alto section, Songs of Protest (Beamish, Joubert, Macmillan and Roth), Ex 

Cathedra, Town Hall, Birmingham. Conductor: Jeffrey Skidmore. 

2019 - Alto section, Lélio (H. Berlioz), NYCoS with Les Siècles, Fantastique Lélio, 

Philharmonie de Paris, Paris. Conductor: François-Xavier Roth. 

2018 - Alto section, Lélio (H. Berlioz), NYCoS with Motiverdi Choir and Orchestre 

Révolutionnaire et Romantique, Berlioz series, Carnegie Hall, New York City. 

Conductor: Sir John Eliot Gardiner. 

2018 - Alto soloist and ensemble, NYCoS A Cappella (Tippet, Musgraves and 

Whitacre), NYCoS, Edinburgh International Festival, Usher Hall. Conductor: Christopher 

Bell. 

2017 - Alto section, La damnation de Faust (H. Berlioz), NYCoS and Monteverdi Choir 

with Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique, Prom 31, Royal Albert Hall, London. 

Conductor: Sir John Eliot Gardiner. 

2016 - Alto section, Roméo et Juliette (H. Berlioz), NYCoS and Monteverdi Choir with 

Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique, Festival Berlioz, France. Conductor: Sir John 

Eliot Gardiner. 

2016 - Alto section, Roméo et Juliette (H. Berlioz), NYCoS and Monteverdi Choir with 

Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique, Prom 20, Royal Albert Hall, London. 

Conductor: Sir John Eliot Gardiner. 

2016 - Alto section, Symphony no. 9 (L.V. Beethoven), NYCoS with Grand Teton Music 

Festival Orchestra, Jackson Hole, WY. Conductor: Sir Donald Runnicles.  

2016 - Alto section, American tour (Chicago, IL and Jackson Hole, WY), NYCoS, 

Conductor: Christopher Bell. 

2015 - Alto section, Lélio (H. Berlioz), NYCoS with Montiverdi Choir and Orchestre 

Révolutionnaire et Romantique, Festival Berlioz, France. Conductor: Sir John Eliot 

Gardiner. 

*Denotes future engagements 



 

2014 - Alto section, Requiem in D Minor (W.A. Mozart), NYCoS and BBC SSO, Prom 

23, Royal Albert Hall, London. Conductor: Sir Donald Runnicles. 

2013 - Alto soloist and ensemble, Requiem in D Minor (W.A. Mozart), NYCoS, Central 

Europe tour (Prague, Vienna, Bratislava). Conductor: Christopher Bell. 

2013 - Alto section, Autumn Evening (P. Mealor), Les Sirènes Female Chamber Choir, 

world premiere performance, Glasgow. Conductor: Andrew Nunn. 

2012 - Alto section, Les Sirènes Female Chamber Choir, Choir of the Year 2012 Final, 

Royal Festival Hall, London (winner). Conductor: Andrew Nunn. 

 
Teaching/Outreach Experience: 
2024 - Indian Music in the primary school, RBC Indian Music Ensemble, St Benedict’s 

Primary School, Birmingham, RBC Learning and Participation team. 

2024 - Opera scenes in the primary school tour, various schools across Birmingham, 

RBC Learning and Participation team. 

2016 - 2022, Primary Music Practitioner, The Glasgow Academy, Glasgow. 

2015 -2016 - Secondary Music Teacher, Duncanrig Secondary School, East Kilbride. 

 
Choral Directing Experience: 
2019 - Present - Founder and Artistic Director, Quoir: Glasgow’s Queer Choir, Glasgow. 

2019 - 2021 - Choir Director, NYCoS Regional Choir (Hamilton), South Lanarkshire. 

2017 - 2020 - Choir Director SoundRoutes Singers, East Kilbride. 

2016 - 2022 - Choir Director, The Glasgow Academy Junior Girls Choir, Glasgow. 

2015 - 2016 - Choir Director, Duncanrig Secondary School Choir, East Kilbride. 

*Denotes future engagements 


